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State Budget Forces Fee Increases at UC and CSU 

College Becoming Less Affordable for Working Families 

SACRAMENTO — March 5, 2009 — Students at the University of  California and the California 
State University are likely to see higher fees in the fall. Funding allocations in the recently enacted 
state budget are based on the assumption that UC will raise fees by 9.3 percent and CSU will raise 
fees by 10 percent in the 2009–10 school year. Currently, fees for full-time students are $8,600 at 
UC and $4,600 at CSU.  

The California Postsecondary Education Commission (CPEC) will discuss fees, affordability of  
higher education, and other effects of  the budget when it holds its quarterly meeting on March 10, 
2009.  

With declining state support for higher education, the university systems have recovered a steadily 
increasing proportion of  their costs from students. Fees have climbed much faster than inflation. 
When measured in today’s dollars, fees at UC and CSU are up by over 20 percent from 10 years 
ago. Despite these increases, fees at California public colleges and universities are lower than at 
comparable universities in other states.  

A new CPEC report looks at trends in fees and compares California with other states. This four-
page report is available at www.cpec.ca.gov/Agendas/Agenda0903/DR_fees.pdf.  

The public is welcome to attend the Commission meeting. The meeting is scheduled to begin at 
9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, March 10 at 770 L Street, Suite 1160, Sacramento. The agenda is available at 
www.cpec.ca.gov/Agendas/agnd0903.asp. The public meeting will be audio-streamed live from the 
Commission’s web site, www.cpec.ca.gov. Recordings of  previous meetings are also accessible at 
www.cpec.ca.gov.  
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Fees at UC, CSU, and the Community Colleges — Constant 2007 Dollars 
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Fees deflated to 2007 dollars with the US Consumer Price Index 

Community colleges did not charge state enrollment fees until 1984, when they introduced a fee of 
$50 per semester. For a full-time student, this is equivalent to $250 per year in today’s dollars.  

The data used for this graph is available as a spreadsheet by calling Adrian Griffin at (916) 322-2299.  

 

Related CPEC Reports 

Fees are only part of  the affordability picture. Living costs, books, and other expenses are 
significant in California. Rising college costs have been particularly hard on low- and middle-
income families whose incomes have not kept up with inflation. The following CPEC reports look 
at affordability by comparing increases in college costs with income growth over the last 30 years.  

Who Can Afford It? How Rising Costs are Making College Unaffordable for Working Families.  
June 2008. 8 pages. www.cpec.ca.gov/completereports/2008reports/08-10.pdf. 

Community Colleges: Still an Affordable Route to a Degree? 
September 2008. 6 pages. www.cpec.ca.gov/completereports/2008reports/08-14.pdf. 

 

# # # 

The California Postsecondary Education Commission advises the Governor and Legislature 
 on higher education policy and fiscal issues. The Commission’s primary focus is to  

ensure that the state’s educational resources are used effectively to provide  
Californians with postsecondary education opportunities. 
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